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This program is a reflection of the impact of change, struggle, growth, and affection that thrives within our daily life. 
An homage to what it is like to live in times of unease and uncertainty, this collection of works highlights various 
points of one’s being and entity.  

Each composer in this program has had an influence in my life. From friendships to studies, colleagues to 
inspirations, there is an endless sense of artistry and storytelling coming from numerous environments and 
experiences.  

This is the life we breathe. This is life’s story that I wish to tell.  
           - Morgan-Paige Melbourne  
 
 
Dawn Davi 
Spirit of a Playful Star 
Spirit of A Playful Star is about the curiosity and imagination that is associated with childhood and the second stage 
of our development since birth. It describes the lightness and playfulness of our experience and the way our eyes 
look at the big picture in front of us, just like the little stars in the universe. There is an inner wisdom in the light 
curiosity and pleasure which is an inherent feature of our essence. 
Young and Old 
Young and Old is inspired by a poem by the same name written by Charles Kingsley. It delves into the concept of 
time, memory, and aging. A philosophical quest into the deeper meaning of being young and old, the nuances of 
memory, and how it informs our own perception of aging and time. 
 
Nauroz Tanya   
Kurdish-Canadian composer Nauroz Tanya started music lessons from age of six. His father was one of the pioneers 
in theatre/early television revolution and, through him, Tanya developed great interest in music and art. He 
successfully finished his degree in composition from Wilfrid Laurier University, and composed music for chamber 
ensembles, piano solo, full orchestra, and short and full-length movies. He also showcased in Europe, Australia, US, 
and Canada. 

Tanya wrote music for media and television in France, Germany, and Sweden, where he lived for several 
years and attended the Academy of Music and Drama in Gothenburg. He worked as an assistant administrator for 
Guelph Symphony and administrator for Guelph Youth Symphony Orchestra. He studied piano with Dr. Joseph 
Ferretti and composition with Dr. Glenn Buhr, and he currently studies with Linda Catlin Smith. Away from his 
medical studies, Tanya continues composing. Most recently, his first piano concerto was premiered with Wilfrid 
Laurier Symphony Orchestra conducted by Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser, while his later compositions are more 
focused on the issue of immigration and diaspora. 
The Mosaic Portrait (world premiere) 
I left my homeland a long time ago. Images of friends, houses, nature, and my mother never left me but strangely 
changed, continually shifting and never forgotten. The further I am removed from them, those pictures are 
transforming to deeper figures – it is as if I see more what they meant to me rather than what they looked like. Living 
in the diaspora gave me many things and took away many others. A friend I lost … I do not see his face anymore but 
I do see his portrayal musically. I remember what my mom looked like, but years after the memory her face is more 
of a collection of her young and aged face mixed and morphed into each other. This piece is an endeavour to draw 
these depictions through sounds, melodies, and sketches. The Mosaic Portrait might be a musical sketch 
compressed in one whole tableau vivant. 
 
Kathryn Knowles 
Phases and Elements (world premiere)  
Phases & Elements is a piece in five short movements. Each movement takes its inspiration from a different 20th 
century composer, incorporating signature pitch material and textural components. The first movement explores the 
rhythmic fluidity and opacity of Claude Debussy; the second movement is heavier and more abrupt, in the style of 
Igor Stravinsky; the third movement explores the ardour and intensity of Béla Bartók; the fourth movement is calmer 

https://dawndavi.com/
https://kathryn-knowles.com/


and more descriptive, in the style of Olivier Messiaen; and the fifth movement brings together the tension and the 
density of Alexander Scriabin. 
 
Morgan-Paige Melbourne 
A Time to Exist (world premiere) 
A semi-improvised work, A Time to Exist is an exploration of relevancy within the human heart. Speaking to the 
ongoing journey of identity in a time where being yourself is most precious, the prevalent nature of discrimination still 
arises, yet our existence is beautifully infinite. Where moments cannot be described by pre-written conceptualization, 
improvisation of the unknown takes over.  
 
Morgan-Paige Melbourne is an alumna of The Royal Conservatory. This is her fourth appearance, including past 
concert during our Koerner Hall Free for All, the 21C Music Festival in 2018, and as part of an online 21C Music 
Festival last year.  
 
  

https://morganpaige.webs.com/
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